[Change in external fixator and when in multiple trauma patients].
External fixation of fractures in polytraumatized patients normally should be regarded as temporary. After the patient's general condition is stabilized, in most cases it is necessary to change the procedure in order to provide sufficient mobility of joints, timely bony healing and early mobilisation. The earlier the transition toward internal osteosynthesis, the lower the complication rate. The follow up of 37 polytraumatized patients who were subjected to 50 changes of method after primary external fixation is described.